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Commodore’s comments

The Cheema Board has been busy the past few months.  We are enjoying the fresh ideas of new members, but have lost some of our institutional memory with the retirement of long serving members.  We are aware of reinventing solutions to problems and situations the board had, no doubt, solved many times in the past.  Brenda Fair of Fairwinds Training has come to our rescue.  She has volunteered to create The Cheema Handbook.  

The handbook has two functions.  The first is to describe the duties of the volunteers and all of the activities that keep the club running.  The second is to describe all the important paddling knowledge that it takes to understand the sport and your children’s’ participation.  This will include a variety of elements such as definitions of paddling terms and a model of long term athlete development.  

Please let Brenda know what your committee or volunteer duties have involved so we can keep this information for future boards.  Volunteering to help at the club should an easier and more straight forward job once the book is complete.  Think about joining us on the board or with other activities next term!

 We’ve had a great start for summer registration, with more sessions to come. Some new families were waiting in the parking lot before we opened the registration for continuing athletes.   Let’s hope this enthusiasm for our programs is a sign of things to come.

The year round athletes have had 2 productive training trips.    They went on a long weekend cross country ski trip to northern New Brunswick and 3-5 weeks of paddling training in Florida.  Thanks to all the parents who volunteered with preparations, travel arrangements and driving.  The Florida training took place in a new town and venue:  The Potsdam Sports Centre in Stuart, Florida.  Special thanks to Mike and moms Heidi Hatton and Nancy Taras for their cooking and care for the athletes.

Once again, volunteers make our club.  Thanks to everyone.  We all look forward to a fun and productive recreational summer season.

Paul Dunphy

Athlete Profile – Nicholas Oxford
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Nick was born on July 18, 1993 and his sunny personality reflects this summer birthday.  He’s currently in grade 7 at Georges. P. Vanier and his favourite subject is math.

Nick keeps himself very busy.  He started paddling (canoe) with Cheema in 2001.  He has played hockey as a defenseman for the Bedford Blues for the last seven years.  He also plays golf at Oakfield and says he has a handicap of 37.  No doubt, he gives his Dad a run for his money on the course.  Still, Nick says his favourite activity of all these is paddling.

Nick’s favourite band is Blink 182 and his favourite movie is King Kong.  When he’s not paddling or golfing, Nick likes to play PSP and his favourite game is NHL 2006.

This year, Nick wants to win a medal in the C1 event at Bantam Champs.  Go Nick, go!

European Tour Team

Nationals Trials 2 were held in Montreal on May 13th and 14th and from that competition, the 2006 Junior and U23 Canoe Kayak team was selected.  The team will represent Canada in international competition in Herdecke, Germany, June 10-11, Bochum, Germany, June 17-18, and Bydgoszcz, Poland, June 24-25, 2006.   Cheema is proud to have Jeff Van Horne on the U23 Men’s Kayak and Lyall Hatton and Connor Taras on the Junior Men’s Kayak.  Congratulations Jeff, Lyall and Connor and good luck.
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Between practices in Florida, secret agents Shaun Fair, Ted Davis, Chris Brayley and Neil Lang of Kennebecassis Kayak Club bust the girls with their hidden stash of candy.

Following is a reprint of an article by George Moir, editor of the first bulletin issued by the newly formed Cheema Aquatic Club.  The bulletin is dated April 3, 1969.

“A new club is born—

Canada’s newest and fastest growing aquatic club has now completed its formation and programming is underway.  Although the club is located on Lake William in Waverley, its membership is not restricted to Waverley, but welcomes an open membership.

The object of this club is to promote aquatic sports such as canoeing and swimming, etc., in Waverley and surrounding areas.

This is a major undertaking and though people do not realize it, a club of this nature is not just a little club formed in Waverley for a few kids, but is a club which could have a membership of from two to three hundred members.

It is a club designed for both boys and girls from the age of eight to sixty; a club which could rate with the best in Canada.

We have had excellent support from the Physical Education Department, Province of Nova Scotia, the 

Maritime Canoe Association and the Canadian Canoe Association.

We have a very interested group working together which we hope will set a precedent for Waverley in the future.

The officers which have been elected along with the directors are well qualified for this undertaking and committee chairmen and committee members have the interest we believe to tackle any job and do it well.

The interest and attitude shown in past meetings is beyond reproach and if this continues there is no reason that club will not succeed.

Keep up the good work”

Editor
George Moir

Almost forty years on, it’s gratifying to see that Mr. Moir was right and that the hard work and dedication of the many people involved with Cheema over the years, the club has prospered and gone on to fulfill the ideals with which it was formed.













